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great praise   for haying converted to Christianity all the
tribes and nations that they conquered and subjugated in
India.    Thus they say that they have made them Christians,
as we might say that a baker has baked the bread -well.
But I, imbued with the doctrine of Christ our God and
Saviour, feel that there is a great difference between the
name and the being one in reality.   The more so, because in
the kingdom of Peru and other places, although it has been
published that we were Christians and children of the God
of heaven, yet, in consequence of the great cruelties perpe-
trated among them, there  has never been the  means of
making them adopt the name; this nation being endowed
with a more terrible spirit than all the others that were sub-
jugated by the Spaniards.    For the people of Mexico and
the surrounding tribes, when the  Spaniards began to go
over to India, calling themselves Christians, they also called
us by that name; but the Peruvians, as we before said, would
not acknowledge the designation, and we shall return to it
in its place.    Doubtless we can believe, that any nation sub-
jugated by a foreign people, would liberate itself if it could,
and regain its former liberty; and thus the Mexicans, espe-
cially, were always watching vigilantly whether the usual
ships arrived from Spain; for if some great misfortune were
to happen to that country (which might occur, it being
like all other empires, though great and powerful, yet all
the nations, kingdoms and cities subject to the empire, are
liable to the variability of fortune), and the ships could not
go backwards and forwards to India as before, the whole of
the Indians would rise and murder all the Spaniards, making
a most solemn banquet of them.    And I have heard from
some of the monks that they would be among the first vic-
tims, because they opposed the bad habits of the natives.
To shew that this was the truth when I was in Guattimala
in the year 1553. The French and Spaniards being at war,
only two galleys of Don Alvaro Bazan had come during